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JUDICIARY CONSTITUTIONAL CONTROL OVER VIOLATION
OF THE CONSTITUTION (IMPEACHMENT)

NINO NISHNIANIDZE - Doctor of Law

Summary

Constitutions of various countries provide with different grounds and procedures for dismissing the Heads of State and
other senior officials for political reasons within the framework of parliamentary procedure (expression of non-confidence to
the Prime Minister, individual ministers by the Parliament etc.); the mentioned is carried out on the basis of criminal prosecution
by the ordinary courts, with the possibility of transmission of this category of cases to the higher instances including Constitu-
tional Court (Austria, Greece, Romania, Portugal). In France the President is responsible under the impeachment for high
treason before the Higher Chamber of Justice; also, there is an impeachment procedure, which is performed by the Constitu-
tional Court - the judiciary mechanism exercising the Constitutional control; it should be mentioned that initiation of proceedings
related to dismissing the highest-ranking official falls under the competence of not the Constitutional Court, but the Parliament.
The Constitutional Court by its decision establishes only the fact of violation of the Constitution and the severity of this violation.
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